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Summary of reasons for decision: 

It was submitted by Auckland Libraries for reconsideration of its classification. This book is an 
autobiography written by Linda Lovelace and co-author Mike McGrady about her experiences in 
the sex industry in the 1970s. Lovelace was the star of a well-known pornographic film, ‘Deep 
Throat’. The film caught the attention of the mainstream, and is a still a relatively recognisable 
pop-culture reference. In this book, Lovelace describes how her public persona of a sexually 
liberated woman was a mask to hide a life of rape and abuse at the hands of Chuck Traynor, her 
husband and a man who used her for his own financial success by forcing her into pornography 
and prostitution. It is an explicit and harrowing account of extreme physical and sexual abuse and 
exploitation. Lovelace explains how she was manipulated into staying in such an abusive 






relationship, lending a chilling insight into domestic abuse. She also heavily criticises the 
pornography industry. 

This book would disturb and shock most readers due to the depth and depravity of the abuse she 
suffered. It is written for adults. Many adults would find the material confronting and shocking, 
but are likely to be able to contextualise this account of abuse and sexual exploitation. Children 
and teenagers would be highly disturbed and shocked by this material. There is a consensus 
amongst the public of New Zealand that children and teenagers should not be exposed to explicit 
sexual material intended for adults until they reach a level of maturity and experience that would 
allow them to cope with such material. This book therefore remains restricted to an adults. 

The Classification Office has considered the effects of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 
on the application of all the classification criteria. The limitation applied on the publication's 
availability is still the minimum restriction that can be applied in order to prevent likely injury to 
the public good. 



